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WHOõS WHO 

Clergy               

      
Revd Neil Wilson 
 The Vicarage 
 Edenôs Lawn 
 Haltwhistle 
 NE49 0AB 
 01434 320215 
 E-mail   
 Websiteðwww.holycrosschurchhaltwhistle.co.uk  
 
Diocesan Reader  Bryan Stevens 01434 321 314 
 

Holy Cross Church, Haltwhistle 

Churchwardens  David Watson 01434 321 459 
 Christine Anson 01434 320 437 
 Nellie Alderson 01434 320246 
 Ina Weeks 01434 320883 
PCC Secretary  Pauline Hadaway 01434 344 202 
PCC Treasurer  John Anson 01434 320 437 
Deanery  Synod   Anthony Wood 
Representatives  Ina Weeks 01434 320 883 
Motherôs Union  Nellie Alderson 01434 320 246 
Organist  Anthony Wood 01434 322 472 
Flower  Secretary  awaiting volunteer  
Recording  Officer  Betty Wilkie 01434 320 604 
Electoral  Roll  Carol Edwards 01434 320 032 
 

St Cuthbertõs Church, Greenhead 

Churchwardens  Alison Rutherford 016977 47527 
 Cathi Dixon 016977 47089 
PCC Secretary  Cathi Dixon           - 016977 47089  
PCC Treasurer  Margaret Blackburn 01434 320 994 
Deanery  Synod  Rep            -- 
Organist  Anthony Wood 01434 322 472 
Flower  Secretary  Irene Graham 01434 320 762 
 

Pastoral Assistants 

Hospital and Home Visiting  
Colin Mills   01434 322 240 
Di Robison  01434 320 260  Sheila Williams  01434 320 964 
 
Liturgy and Education  
Nancy Burnham 01434 320 214  Elsie Dempster  01434 320 977 
Carol Edwards  01434 320 032  Ina Weeks  01434 320 883 
David Watson  01434 321 459  Ruth Watson  01434 321 459  
Cathi Dixon  016977 47089  

http://www.holycrosschurchhaltwhistle.com/
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CHURCH SERVICES 
Holy Cross 
Sunday  
8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Sung Eucharist 
 
Thursday  
10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

St Cuthbert 
Sunday  
11.00 am Sung Eucharist 
All enquiries & arrangements for Baptisms and 
Weddings to be made to: 
 Revd Neil Wilson 
 The Vicarage 
 Edenôs Lawn 
 Haltwhistle 
 NE49 0AB 
 01434 320215 

 

Haltwhistle Methodist Church 

Rev Tom Quenet 

Haltwhistle Methodist Church 

Westgate 

Haltwhistle 

Tel: - 01434 320051 

Sunday service at 10.30am & 6pm 

Sunday School at 10.30am 

 

 

St Wilfredôs Catholic Church 

Father Leo Pyle 

The Two Churches 

Westgate 

Haltwhistle  

Tel:- 01434 684265  

Sunday service at 11am 

WMH FARM FRESH MEATS 
21 WESTGATE, HALTWHISTLE  

Tel: 01434 322 322  

We only supply meats from our own 
farm at West Mill Hills or where 

possible from local farms with in the 
Tyne Valley 

(Check the blackboard in the shop) 

We have óhome madeô range 
including sausages, burgers, pies, 

pease pudding, black pudding 
Half or whole lambs are available  

for freezers 

Opening hours Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri  
8.30 am - 5.00  pm 

Sat 8.30 am - 1.00 
pm 

Closed Wed and Sun 

Parish Magazine Contributions 
Diary entries are free, as are acknowledgements, local 

information and notices of local non-profit-making 

events. Emailed contributions are useful  but they can 

also be handed in at Church. 

If you would like to advertise in ñOutlookò and be 

seen by over 500 households every month, please do 

contact : Church Wardens 

Please note that the views expressed by contributors 

do not necessarily reflect those of The Church or the 

Editor and the Editor reserves the right to shorten arti-

cles or reduce the size of  

advertisements where it is deemed essential. 

Haltwhistle Holy Cross Church Designated Child Protection Officers are:- 

    Mrs Ruth Watson   Mrs Pauline Hadaway 

Tel. 01434 321459                Tel. 01434 344202 

Diocesan Child Protection Officer 

Mrs Jean Skinner 

Tel: 0191 236 3474 

If at any time you have concerns they can be discussed in the strictest confidence 

with either of the above people. 

Future Magazines!!!!!! 
If anyone would like to receive this magazine 

via email please forward your email address to 

David Watson at   

maitai@tiscali.co.uk and we will send you a 

PDF version direct to your computer. 
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April 2014.  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
After five years of devoted service to the Mothersô Union, Nellie Alderson stood down as 
Branch Leader at the Annual Meeting in February.  I am sure that you will want to join me in 
thanking her for all she has done to ensure that we have a thriving branch today.  Nellie did a 
great deal of work behind the scenes, attended Deanery and Diocesan Committee meetings 
with all the diligence and commitment of someone half her age.  So it is with a mixture of 
sadness and thankfulness that we record her decision to step down and also that of Jean 
Smith who had been secretary during Nellieôs term of office. 
 
I am glad to say that by the March meeting Audrey Mills had agreed to take on the task.  A 
committee was elected who have allocated the various tasks between themselves and at the 
9.30am Eucharist on Mothering Sunday (March 30th) they will be commissioned.  I do hope 
that you keep them all in your prayers as they settle into the duties and tasks in hand.  Audrey 
will need the support and encouragement, not only of the members of the M.U, but all of us.  
We shall also need to find her a successor next February, so please, members, do bear this in 
mind. 
 
So things can and do happen at Annual General Meetings ï we have our Annual Parochial 
Church Meetings coming up this month, S.Cuthbertôs on April 8th 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 
and Holy Cross, in church at 6.00pm on the 27th.  I do hope that as many of you as are able 
will attend these important meetings, where amongst other tasks, we have to elect Deanery 
Synod Representatives this year.  This is your opportunity to see the accounts and elect 
P.C.C. members, to take stock on what was achieved last year and to look to the future.  
Please do mark the dates in your diaries now and come along to offer your support. 

St Wilfridôs Church  

Haltwhistle 
HIRE OF SMALL CHURCH 

HALL  

Cost of hire £10 per session 
Information, enquiries & booking 

From Fr Leo Pyle  

Tel: 01434 684 265 

HALTWHISTLE  

TOWN COUNCIL  

COUNCILLORS SURGERY  

Councillors present to hear 

queries 
1st Saturday of each month 
starting on 6th July 2013 

10am to 12noon  

Haltwhistle Library 

Billy Bell  
 

Game, Fishmonger  

and Fresh Fruit 

 
 

Also good selection of 

sausages, home made pies 

and pastries.   

 

Also over 20 different 

flavours of home made jams, 

curds and chutneys. 

 

Tel: Haltwhistle 320 253 
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And of course this month we shall celebrate the great feast of Easter.  As usual there will be 
a daily celebration of the Eucharist in Holy Cross throughout Holy Week, Mon, Tue, Wed and 
Maundy Thursday at 7.30pm.  We keep the watch (remembering Jesus time in the Garden of 
Gethsemene) until 9.00pm that night. 
 
On Good Friday there is the usual Procession of Witness (10.00am from S.Wilfridôs) to the 
Market Square, with Hot Cross buns at Holy Cross to end. 
The Liturgy of the Day is celebrated at S.Cuthbertôs at noon, Holy Cross at 2.00pm. 
 
Can I remind you there is no 8.00am Eucharist on Easter Day ï we have our early morning 
Eucharist at 6.00am that day, lighting the fire and new Paschal Candle.  There will be the 
Sung Eucharist at 9.30am (Holy Cross) and 11.00am (S.Cuthbertôs) as always. 
 
With all good wishes and prayers for the remainder of Lent  
and wishing you all the peace and blessings of a joyful Easter, 
 
Neil Wilson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helen Howorth  
It is with great sadness that we record the death of Helen, who in recent years has been a regular 

member of the congregation at S. Cuthbertôs. Indeed she even volunteered as Deanery Synod 

Representative! 

Here are a few short memories from her family, compiled into a book by one of her nieces. 

óBeehive hairstyle, latest fashion, part of the óswinging 60sô 

A strong personality whose flame always burned bright. 

I was wary of her booming voice and exciting lifestyle. 

I loved her sense of humour. 

A kind extremely talkative Auntie. 

Obviously a much loved lady! 
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HAPPENINGS 
Women's World Day of Prayer. 
This year's service was prepared by the women of Egypt under the title 'Streams in the Desert' which as a 

very uplifting service.  The speaker  was the Rev.Jane Cook and considering what the Christian women in 

Egypt are going through at the moment, they certainly need our prayers.  Thanks to Julie Harrison, Di 

Robison and Olive Wilkie who took part in the service on behalf of our church.                 Betty Wilkie 
 

Churches Together in Haltwhistle Prayer Group 
The Prayer Group has met for six weeks now, still in Holy Cross, and it seems to work very well. Our 

greatest number was eleven, but the lovely thing about the group is the differing people who feel moved 

to come. We are different every week and feel very much an open group. We have no set rules; you can 

say a prayer, bring a poem or a favourite verse from the bible or even just sit quietly.   Everyone and 

anyone is welcome. Please join us whenever you like. 
 

Coffee Morning - Saturday 22nd March 

Very many thanks for everyone who came along and supported our Coffee Morning on the 22nd 

March.  We were very grateful for the contributions to the various stalls and also the helpers. 

We knew we were going to be short on numbers as it was also the annual visit to Gilsland Spa for the Old 

Folks of the Town, however the atmosphere was good and everyone seemed to enjoy the 

morning.   Olive, Claire, Peggy and Betty 
 

Holy Cross Lent Course 
It is so enlightening to meet together to express our views and discuss the content of ñPilgrimò the book 

we are using as our Lent Course this year. Some of us thought that it was going to be a simplified course 

but as the weeks draw on the depth of meaning behind it is becoming apparent. Well worthwhile. 
 

February Messy Church 
The theme for February was ñFamiliesò Activities on offer were: A family mobile, Names and their 

meanings, Family of God banner, Family cards, Name plaques, Bookmarks and Picture frames. Sadly 

only about 12 children participated as it was half-term and there were lots of other activities on offer 

elsewhere. 

Haltwhistle & District 

Mothers 
Union  

 
Meetings on 1st Monday of 

the month 
Usually with guest  

speakers 
New members Welcome 

 
Contact Audrey Mills 

01434 322 240 

Do you suffer from...  
Back Pain?  
Neck Pain?  
Headaches?  

 
We can help  

Call 01434 602 666  
www.correctivechiropractic.co.uk 

Mention this ad for a 20% discount 
on your 1st visit.  
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SAVE THE CHILDREN BOOKSHOP,  
WESTGATE, HALTWHISTLE. TEL :01434 322 680 
 Our stock continues to amaze our customers.....and 
sometimes us too. We have books not only in English 
(and in good Northumbrian) but many precious gems in 
other languages. Below, a sample of the goodies on 
offer : 
LA CUCINA DELLE REGIONI D'ITALIA . This is a beautifully illustrated book with mouth-
watering recipes in both English and Italian. The book is in near-mint condition and would make a 
lovely present. £3 
CHINESE REFLEXOLOGY, two paper-backed volumes in English and Chinese, fascinating as 
an instruction manual for those wishing to pursue this ancient art. £2 
Added to this we have a wide range of guide and travel books, dictionaries, phrase books, maps 
and grammars, in fact everything you need for real or armchair travel ! 
Recently, a gentleman came into the bookshop. He needed a London guide. 'Where could I find 
a guide to London in Haltwhistle? ' he asked himself. To his obvious joy he found one in our 
bookshop !  
Come and see us. You never know what you might find. 
 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT @ HALTWHISTLE 
   Our first social meeting went extremely well with two dozen people attending. There was a 
great deal of conversation and laughter and it was felt that the group would be of benefit to 
participants. 
   Our next meeting will be on Thursday, March 27th. , as usual from 2 o'clock - 4 o'clock in Room 
3 of Haltwhistle Library. Staff from the Fairnington  Centre (attached to Hexham Hospital) are 
coming to talk to us about aspects of Dementia. There will be opportunities  for private discussion 
with our visiting speakers if requested.  
This is a free meeting, open to all who are interested. For further details ring Rosemary on 01434 
322 204  

 

The Holy Cross Book of Remembrance 
The Book of Remembrance has been updated for this year. We are very grateful that we have someone so 

skilled in handwriting to keep it up to date. 

Capontree Veterinary Centre 

Veterinary Surgeons 
 

 

 

 
 
 

ñA Personal and Professional Serviceò 
 

Website:  www.capontreevets.co.uk 
 

HALTWHISTLE - 4 Station Court, Haltwhistle 

BRAMPTON - Green Hill, Brampton 

LONGTOWN - Borders Business Park 
 

We can now perform minor procedures at 

Haltwhistle Surgery 

Haltwhistle 

01434 

320705 

Brampton 

016977 2318 

Longtown 

01228 

791245 

Farm animals, 

companion 

animals and 
horses 

24 HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 
Est for over 65 

years 

Glendale  

Pool and Parties!  
North Road, Haltwhistle, NE49 9ND 

Swim  in the private, indoor, heated pool.... 

    Eat  in The Lodge.... 

and Play in The Glen; our wooded garden  

with large climbing frame, swings,  
picnic area and beautiful valley views. 

 

To book  a private family swim  
or a family party or BBQ 

call Julie on  
01434 320711 or 0797 169 1631  

More info at www.glendaleleisure.co.uk 
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Update April 2014  
 

 

Not so tidy but full of life!  
Many of our road verges are remnants of old grasslands, havens for wild flowers, insects and 

small mammals, which cannot survive on the adjacent agriculturally productive fields.  Insect 
pollinators in particular are struggling to overcome the double challenge of climate change 

and new farming practices.  

 

Earlier this year South Tyne Sustainability contacted the Highways Department of 

Northumberland County Council to find out if verge management policies took account of 

floral diversity.  The Department does indeed have a map layer marking the presence of 
specific rare flowers on a few verges and here ñcutting regimes are tailored, when practical 

and without compromise to road safety, to conserve these species.ò  However the verge 

surveys were limited and were carried out over a decade ago.  Moreover, ñwhere practicalò 

could cover a multitude of sins.  

Later this spring South Tyne Sustainability will coordinate verge survey walks where weôll 

brush up on wildflower identification and document the diversity in our verges.  Hopefully 
individuals or small groups will go on to survey and monitor the cutting of specific verges in 

their locality.  Weôll then be able to update the Highways Department records and so promote 

improved management of our roadsides for wildlife -  and for the enjoyment of everyone 

travelling along the road.  

Can you suggest any verges (on minor roads!) near your house of particular botanic 

interest?  We would start any surveying here.  

Any verges you consider to be particularly devoid of diversity or cut too often or too 
early?  

Do you have already have some botanic knowledge and/or would you like to get involved 

with this project?  

Please contact Sue Seymour 016977 47359 sue@mosspeteral.com  or  

Jo Aris 01434 320837 jo_aris@hotmail.com   

J. Terrey  
ACCOUNTANTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Your local, professional 

advisor, providing a  

personal service on all  

Accountancy and Taxation 

matters.  

Tel. 016977 47471 

(Greenhead) 

 
 

 
THE BEST  

FUNCTION ROOM IN TOWN 
AND THE LOWEST PRICES 

WE WELCOME PARTIES FOR 
WEDDINGS, ENGAGEMENTS, 

BIRTHDAYS ETC 

THE ROOM IS FREE AND WE GIVE 
YOU 10% OFF THE ROOM BAR  

TAKINGS TOWARDS YOUR 
COSTS 

PHONE 01434 320 247 

mailto:sue@mosspeteral.com
mailto:jo_aris@hotmail.com
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 Is Prayer Efficaceous? ï Part 6 
When I first looked at the work of Francis Galton many years ago I picked up on one important factor 

which made his conclusions about prayer highly uncertain. Now after many years and a thorough revision I 

can see clearly that the main problem was his total lack of understanding of prayer and therefore his 

inability to devise a suitable model in which to properly test such a complex issue. There are only two 

ways in which we can know whether prayer is efficacious, either we can know personally by means of its 

impact on our lives or collectively by observing really significant changes  at group, national or 

international level that cannot be explained in any other way. A third might be that we say that God works 

in mysterious ways, which He does, but saying this has to be an excuse rather than an explanation. 

     The first makes it possible for us to know individually whether prayer works for us and the second can 

easily be described as contentious as Francis Galton showed only too conclusively in 1865 ï he knew that 

there are constant prayers by groups, in churches and other institutions which added up to considerable 

numbers on important issues and he was able to show quite easily that no observable changes could ever 

be attributed to them. He did this not always with dodgy statistics but by acutely observing events and 

history over significant timescales to illustrate his conclusions. 

     Why do we persist in praying this way in the face of such a lack of obvious results? My answer would 

be the empathy good people feel for the human victims in events that are out of any reasonable control and 

the choice they have is to either metaphorically wring their hands in despair and feel desperately helpless 

or seek some useful comfort in prayer even though there is, in my view, nothing to show for their efforts. 

An atheist or agnostic would argue that when change happens in lifeôs larger events it would happen 

anyway as a result of the law of cause and effect and what actually transpires would in the course of events 

become inevitable. Note how the changes that occur in many situations are not always what the majority 

would prefer in their prayers and that things often continue to be bad in different ways to those that went 

before. It is a point of argument whether the world is a better place today than in previous centuries ï strip 

out technological progress and it might be argued that what is left does not look too different. 

     And finally, to a case study that I think really illustrates the efficacy of prayer in its optimal individual 

purpose. I would refer to a book I remember reading in  the late 1960ôs or possibly the early 1970ôs called 

ñChristian Counter-Attackò by Sir Arnold Lunn - of Lunn Poly travel agents fame - and Garth Lean. This 

book was based in two parts ï the first by Lunn is a refutation by rational argument of all the common 

attacks made against the Christian religion and doctrines by atheists but more interestingly the second part 

is based on an experimental approach to gaining an empirical belief in the existence of God and the 

subsequent development of a strong and practical religious faith as a consequence. Garth Lean was a law 

student at Oxford University and a self-confessed agnostic who, however, was intrigued by the religious 

Electrical Division 

House re-wires 

Extra sockets & lights 

Cooker installations 

Immersion heaters 

Shower installations 

Night Storage Heaters 

Domestic Heating System Wiring 

Periodic Testing & Inspection 

Landlord Certificates 

Emergency Lighting Installation 

Emergency Lighting Periodic Testing 

Fault Finding & Diagnosis 

Flood Lighting 

PAT (portable appliance testing) 

Security Division 

Security Lights 

Intruder Alarm Installation, Servicing & Testing 

Fire Alarm Installation, Servicing & Testing 

CCTV Installation & Maintenance  

Secure Door Entry Systems 

Free Estimates & Call-out service 
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faith firing the lives of so many ordinary people. He had read widely on this topic and he quotes from the 

writings of some eminent figures who referred in their orations to the greater importance to be attached to 

the individual prayerful experiences in the lives of ordinary people rather than concerning over much with 

the work of agnostic scientific figures such as Francis  Galton and others.  

     Lean set up an experiment with himself as the subject, removing from his life all obvious sinful 

practices and keeping an open mind in his prayers and meditations found that he changed over time from 

agnosticism to be a powerful and motivated apologist for Christianity. He further claimed that as a result 

of his impressive conversion a dozen other undergraduates of the same time carried out the same 

experiment with the same results. Subsequently, he stated that he had overseen over many years the same 

experimental success with thousands of other people from all walks of life and in many countries of the 

world. He therefore stated the certainty and efficacy of prayer when an individual uses it in this manner.  

     George Hepburn the past warden of Shepherds Dene writing about óreflectionô when on Retreat sees 

this as a precursor to personal action and cites Jesus feeding the 5000 only after spending the night on the 

mountain then praying for guidance before entering Jerusalem for the last time. 

     All these examples illustrate what I believe to be the correct use and purpose of prayer where the 

individual is moved thereby to personal achievement by means of the ancient injunction ñAsk, and you 

will receive!ò  It is my view that It simply is not in our individual or collective remit to solve the 

problems of others simply by means of prayer rather than by action ï simple logic tells us there would be 

no purpose in our living challenging lives of test and trial were that the case. The writings of many great 

masters of the past tell us that every, even small, positive contribution that we as individuals make in our 

lives adds positively and beneficially to the collective consciousness of the whole of mankind ï we really 

must believe this! 

     Is Prayer efficacious? ï I would say that in an individual sense in the lives of ordinary people the 

answer is most definitely yes providing the praying is proper in both purpose and practice. I would leave 

the final comment to Dr Bernard Trafford, Headmaster of the Royal Grammar School in Newcastle who 

in an article about interference in the lives of others and though not meaning prayer specifically 

understood precisely the same principle at work when he wrote ñIf we all made our bit of the world 

better, we might be surprised by how much we can achieve.ò 

                                                                                            Bill Postma 2014 

 

P R O P E R T Y   

 R E P A I R S 
 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR  

PAINTING AND DECORATION  

 

ROOMS RE-DECORATED  

FROM £80.00 

 

KITCHEN & BATHROOM  

RE-STYLES,  

CUSTOM-BUILT CUPBOARDS AND 

FEATURE WOODWORK, ETC.  

 

FOR FREE QUOTE  

CALL IAN DODSON,  

TEL: (01434) 321956 

 

(References can be provided) 

Eden House Bungalow 

Sycamore Street 
Have you friends or family wishing to stay 

in Haltwhistle but you are short of space? 

Our bungalow, central to Town and just a 

few minutes from the station, sleeps 4 ï 

with a double bedroom and a bed settee in 

the sitting room. 

Special rates for friends and family of 

Haltwhistle people 

Linen supplied, gas and electricity  

included. 

3 night specials available with breakfast 

(ingredients supplied to cook your own). 

Please contact Lesley Cadwgan for prices 

and availability 

Home (01434) 320221 

Mobile 07968 307591 

Website: www.haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk  

Email: info@haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk  

http://www.haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk
mailto:info@haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk
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Travels in Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand). 

So this is the next big trip. We have sixteen days covering Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand.  The first 

half of this account will cover Vietnam as two thirds of our time will be spent there.  Having seen very 

little of South East Asia this was the next on the list.  With my long distance friend J we started with an 

overnight stay at the Premier Inn Newcastle airport.  I suspected (correctly) that this would be the most 

luxurious accommodation for some time!  We are on a budget adventure trip called Adventurous 

Angkor  (basic but good value for the money).  Via Amsterdam and Kuala Lumpur we arrive a long time 

later (30 hours) in Hanoi the capital of Vietnam.  We take a taxi to The Golden Spring Hotel to await the 

meeting of the rest of the group.  Hanoi is very big as it takes us about an hour to get to the hotel.  Itôs hot 

here ï lovely -  away from the cold and rain of UK.  At 6.00pm we meet Katy our leader, in her twenties 

from UK.  We are good mix of nationalities (Oz, New Zealand, US/Poland, Germany and UK.  So a good 

mix of ages and gender.  We are the oldest!  However A and C are in mid sixties so we are reassured!  

The currency here is the Dong.  A bit like the Old Italian Lira, 100,000 dongs turn out to be about £3.00!  

Hanoi is noisy and busy. Only 5% of people have a car but the other 95% appear tohave a scooter or 

moped!  Have never seen so many in my life.  I counted five people on one, mum, dad, baby and two 

small children.  Realise eventually that this is common.  There is lots of pollution as most people are 

wearing face masks.  We go out as a group for a meal, realise I am going to eat a lot of rice and noodles 

for the next 16 days of the trip.  Finish in a pub for a beer.  Buy one for friend J as she has no change, she 

agrees to repay me 5,000 dong until we work out that it is 15p!  And so to bed, it all starts tomorrow.  

Have not done any serious drinking.  Realise that this is part of the youngstersô culture.  In Asia it is TET 

(Chinese New Year) so every where we see red flags with a yellow star in the middle and red and yellow 

flowers.  There are lots of scooters carrying kumquat bushes as well as little cherry trees which seem to 

decorate every home and business.  This is The Year of the Horse. We set off today for Hanlong Bay 

(The Bay of Descending Dragons) where we are to spend the night on a junk.  There is a tea/coffee stop at 

an enormous factory/workshop about the size of an aircraft hanger!  It is full of marble statues, clothes, 

pictures, textiles and more.  The phrase óMade in China or Vietnamô now has meaning.  Things are being 

manufactured on an industrial scale!  Our four hour journey seems quite short due to having slept most of 

the way!  We go aboard the junk for a lunch of seafood, rice and chips!  Good food.  The scenery is quite 

amazing, huge limestone towers and columns (karsts) rising from out of the sea, stretching into the 

distance, layers upon layers in all tones of grey and blue.  There are over two thousand of them.  It is 

quite misty at times but normal for this time of year.  We eventually moor up at one of the island columns 

and go ashore.  After climbing lots of steps we arrive at a series of limestone caves, the best Iôve ever 

seen and they go on forever.  Spectacular is not a strong enough word!  Eventually exit the caves lower 

down.  The group are beginning to bond.  Apart from J and myself, C and A, two New Zealand females 

and two German males all the rest are solos.  Some are doing the whole monthôs trip others dropping out 

while others join later on, all very fluid.  We are a rare mix.  K has been a ranger up at Kielder for two 

M W Bell  

Central Place  

Garage 

Second Hand Car Sales 

and  

Bodywork Repairs 
 

Tel:  

01434 320 231 
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years whilst J is a teacher of philosophy in a Sixth Form College.  T is a civil servant, C was an airline 

stewardess, A is a radiographer and so on.  Back in the junk we spot a lovely sign in our cabin ï óManners 

of Service should be courteous, friendly and blissfulô -   lovely and blissful indeed!   We dine well at night 

aboard and drink Tiger Beer.  This is not wine country but can cope with beer and the wonderful exotic 

fruit blends.  And so to bed with hot shower.  We do not do any serious drinking.  Next morning we visit 

another column like mountain rising from the sea and we climb 400 steps for the view.  Was it worth it?  

Probably, it is a good view but there are lots of good views and so back to Hanoi for rest of the day free.  

Our leader Katy showed us how to cross the roads here.  You step out calmly and confidently (wait until 

the bus has passed!) and then keep going firmly and steadily.  On no account dither, stop or backtrack.  Itôs 

true and it works. The scooters and mopeds just weave round us.  There is such a volume of traffic that 

nobody can go very fast.  Hanoi has a great atmosphere, it being New Year, families are out and about.  

Everyone seems very happy and relaxed, children appear to be valued and cared for, we see no begging or 

evidence of real poverty (though Iôm sure it exists!).  Families are limited to two children here.  We decide 

that this is because two can be comfortably accommodated on a scooter but we have seen three!  Father is 

usually wearing a crash helmet and sometimes Mum but not the rest of the family though they are 

compulsory.  This is a beautiful town, old French colonial buildings.  Museums and galleries mostly closed 

due to TET.  So we just soak up the atmosphere and walk round the city at night when all the families are 

out.  Some of our group then go on to do a pub crawl!  This is one element of the trip in which we cannot 

quite keep up, I have a good capacity for alcohol but am coming across as a member of the temperance 

league!   The people are constantly selling things (do not buy a revolutionary poster, where would I put it?)  

They really seem to be trying very hard and whilst it can be irritating one cannot but admire how hard they 

seem to work.  Another thing we notice is that there are very few fat people.  The Vietnamese are small 

and slight but also seem to eat modestly, rice, vegetables and a little fish and chicken followed by fruit.  No 

cakes, scones or bread!  Will try to emulate!  And so to bed but have a whole day free tomorrow before 

taking the overnight train to Hue.  Do not do any serious drinking.  So not an early start, we walk to the 

park and find the Military Museum closed (TET).  We see the Colonial buildings, boulevards, a pagoda 

and briefly visit the Ho chi Minh Museum but avoid his embalmed corpse!  We have a guided walk with a 

ópracticeô guide (nice lad but still needs to practice!)  Then there is an early quick meal, we shop for food 

snacks for train and then make our way to the overnight train.  It is compact and we share with A and C 

(allocated by leader K on by age!).  We play magnetic scrabble.  The boys pal up with the train staff and 

have a jolly alcoholic New Year!  Beer and schnapps apparently!  Do not do any serious drinking.   

Managed to sleep (but I always do, just lucky).   Arrive in Hue in the morning.  This is a óhippyô town. We 

arrive at our hotel; the room is damp and very basic but it matters not.  We get on a little bus and tour two 

temples, a pagoda and citadel.  Hue is very near the old border of North and South Vietnam so was much 

bombed during the 1964 t0 1975 war.  The temples are immense ranging over a huge area.  They are truly 

awesome as the kids would say.  When I think of our Roman wall so well preserved and manicured.  Here 

we have rambling crumbling buildings, some restoration but such an immense amount is needed.  The 

pagoda is called Thien Mu meaning Imperial Celestial Woman (thatôs me/us!).  We arrive at the Imperial 

Citadel.  It is the former seat of government and a complex of temples, pavilions, moats, walls, gates, 

shops, museums and galleries.  It was much damaged by the French in 1947 and the Americans and Viet 

Cong in 1968.  We are overwhelmed and end up being ótempled outô!  Manage to see the brilliant 

photographic exhibition.  Then back to the hotel for rest.  Plug jams and bathroom floods.  It is mended 

(sort of.)  Out to eat and we meet another Tucan group going in the opposite direction.  We have very jolly 

time.  I sit next to a female from Iceland who is an actor and puppeteer and appears to have lived all over 

the place and done everything.   Feel like boring pensioner, maybe I am.  No answer required!  She is also 

very likeable and fun to be with.  Do not join in late night drinking.  Next day we take a bus for a short 

journey to Hoi An.  We stop at a view point, spectacular and continue to Marble Mountain.  It is not made 

of marble but sells things made from marble. It is awash with huge Buddhas, dragons and artefacts of that 

ilk.  We walk about half way up the mountain, all landscaped with gardens and yes; temples but so hot.  

On we go and arrive at Hoi An.  A nice hotel with pool!  Lovely.  We have photos taken for our 

Cambodian visas and investigate the very pleasant little town, declared a world heritage site by UNESCO 

in 1999. It is an example of a South East Asian trading port in the 15th to 19th Centuries.  Buildings are 

blend of local and foreign.  It is known for its arts and crafts and tailoring.  Do think about having 

something made but whilst very good value indeed decide that I do not need a wedding outfit or similar.  

We eat at the Lantern Town restaurant.  I do like the food, simple and uncomplicated but good and healthy.  

No posh desserts just fruit.  No wine, we drink beer or wonderful blended exotic juices.  Do not join in late 
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night drinking.  Home to bed.  A good breakfast and we change rooms due to flood in bathroom.  There 

is a TV but no socket, we complain and young man comes to room and finds socket behind the curtain.  

Is polite but obviously thinks we are mad.  Has a point.  I find an internet cafe and catch up though to be 

fair, so far most hotels  have internet access and we are able to use the their computers.  We collect our 

laundry.  All places have a laundry service where we can get a kilo of things washed for about a pound.  

Sometimes ironed but due to all packing and unpacking we are clean but crumpled!  We decline the 

cycle ride and just tootle about this lovely little town then tourist like relax around the pool.  We have 

another good meal out then home to bed.  Shall I stop saying ñdid not join in late night drinking?ò  Next 

day we have a trip to the My Son temples.  These are Hindu and most spectacular so take a million 

photographs.  This is also a UNESCO world heritage site.  Sadly, the temples were used as a base by the 

Viet Cong and so were bombed by the Americans.  As a result many temples have been damaged and 

destroyed nevertheless what remains is amazing.  We return to Hoi An by boat which breaks down, 

much delving in the engine and we are towed back.  A small female mechanic eventually repairs the 

engine and we proceed under our own steam.  The rest of the day is devoted to shopping for all sorts of 

textile things, bags etc and another splendid early meal before we set off to catch overnight bus.  We 

leave in three taxis and a nightmare for our guide one taxi does not arrive at the bus station!  What is 

plan B?  We all get on the bus slowly and at five past seven the taxi with remaining seven arrives in the 

nick of time.  The original driver could not find the bus station so they all had to decamp and find 

another taxi. We are each given a sleeping pod which is quite comfortable.  Not much drinking before in 

order to avoid having to use the loo!  Bladder control on the trip pretty good.  OK, too much 

information!  S is not allocated a pod and is asked to sleep in a row with three others down below.  They 

are part of the group so not strangers.  She tosses a wobbler and shouts that she is not going in there. 

Much embarrassment all round and so K offers to swap with her.  She loses face and everyone is very 

cross.  It is like the black hole of Calcutta but come on...... K is large and emerges next day squashed and 

his back is in a poor state.  Recovers eventually but is not best pleased.  S offers to buy him a beer; he 

needs at least a box of fine wine in my view!   The overnight bus is OK and we arrive at 6.am in Nha 

Trang.  Bags left at hotel and out for breakfast.  We then rush early to the beach (this is a seaside resort) 

and we rent a lounger before The Russians get there!  Everything is in Russian and English.  There is a 

small airport serving only Russia.  J swims and I paddle.  At lunch time we visit a wonderful exhibition 

of silk embroideries, the detail just superb.  A beach meal of tofu (do not recommend or not Vietnamese 

style).  Iôm beginning to feel that Iôve had enough of rice and noodles for a while.  I like them but 

something of a surfeit!  Eat in an Italian in the evening talliatele carbonara - lovely.  Over the meal 

realise that the group is bonding well. F and F the German lads have made friends with M the US/Pole.  

T of UK is maudlin re his failed marriage. Has the drink taken.  He has limited access to his children due 

to them living a long way away.  He defends western men marrying Asian brides saying you must óhave 

love where you can find itô sounds like Barbara Cartland.   Do not continue conversation and discuss 

boats with German F instead, less controversial.  S has recovered from her wobbler on the bus and is her 

usual loud overbearing   bouncy exuberant self!  Personally Iôd have hidden in a corner for the rest of the 

trip if Iôd behaved like that but....  J and I retire to the hotel and do not join in the late night drinking!  

We are missing what is obviously an important aspect of the trip but just do not have the stamina.   Time 

was!  There is no rush next morning so we book a massage go to the beach and bag a lounger.  We 

lounge all day then return to hotel. This morning we checked out so return only for massage.  The only 

loo in reception is locked and no one can find the key!  We go next door for a coffee and loo then 

wonderful massage.  Feel a million dollars. Quick meal then to overnight bus.  Volunteer to sleep in a 

row at the back óa la sardinesô.  Cosy and intimate but OK.  Iôm very lucky in being able to sleep under 

most circumstances, a good bladder helps too (TMI!)  The bus is not conducive to sleep as TV is on 

showing óVietnamôs Got Talentô (it hasnôt!) or something equally awful.  But do sleep in the end.  Early 

in the morning when we are all coming to, James who is sleeping next to me suddenly sits up and shouts  

óI donôt ****ing like that.ô  (Asterisks as this is a respectable magazine!)  Everyone is instantly awake.  

James wakes up and asks me if there was any chance that anyone did not hear him.  I tell him that Jean 

with her earplugs heard him!  A dream in which he was arguing with his brother!  He is most 

embarrassed. We just think itôs funny.  Arrive at the Felix hotel in HO Chi Min City/Saigon, itôs good, 

everything works and is nice and clean (all the hotels so far have been, to be fair).  Quick shower then 

out on bus with a singing guide.  He is still working at 67 as he says does not get a pension. If true what 

price Socialist Republic?  No answer required.  We go to The Cu Chi Tunnels which brings back all the 

history of the Vietnam War.  We cannot not really image how it must have been living in the tunnels but 
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we do get a taste. These were the homes of Cu Chi villagers as well as The Vietcong, over ten thousand 

of them. At their height the tunnels formed an underground city over three levels with living rooms, 

kitchens, hospitals, weapon factories, storage and command centres.  They stretched over 250 Ks to the 

Cambodian border.  Quite strange to be walking round as a tourist in what was a battle ground.  The 

American reduced the area to a desert with bombing and deforestation.  Whatever the rights and wrongs 

of the war the US has a lot to answer for!  We return to HCMC to the Remnants Museum.  Allowing for 

political bias the legacy of the war is truly terrible.  Agent Orange, napalm, there are still genetic defects 

in children for which the US will not pay compensation.  The museum also had a series of war 

photographs and posters.  The US effectively ruined the county and for what?  No answer required.  It is 

supposedly a socialist state but we see little evidence of it.  President Clinton came to Vietnam in 1995 

and relations began to be restored.  Sad to see a Burger King, no doubt the rest will follow.  Principles 

sacrificed to economic interests!  However, we eat out and have Italian, getting a bit tired of rice and 

noodles.  This is a busy city, people most entrepreneurial and hard working it would seem.  Eight million 

people live here and each one has a scooter (or so it seems!)  We spot the best yet, baby in front then 

Mum with three toddlers behind her.  These kids must grow up with perfect balance!  As usual we eat 

out but do not join in the late night drinking.  Next morning we have a hearty breakfast then set off in a 

bus for The Mekong Delta.  After three and a half hours we arrive and board our boat and set off.  Many 

of the villages in the delta are accessible only by river or canal.  This area produces over half the 

countryôs rice. The first stop is at a ceramic and tile factory with lots of huge kilns.  Very like the one at 

Bardon Mill.  However there are ten of them. The kilns are fired using rice husks.  The firing takes 

twenty one days with another eight to cool down; the ash is used for compost so no waste.  All sorts of 

things are being made including lovely ceramic pigs.  Then we proceed to have lunch cooked by the 

family on an island.  The food is served with wonderful decorations carved from radishes and other 

vegetables.  Theyôre made in the shapes of little people in rowing boats, real works of art.  There is a 

very large python in a cage which we can handle if we wish.  I do as I donôt mind snakes. Itôs spiders I 

donôt like.  There is a short video clip of me with snake!   It is well fed so we are quite safe!  Next we 

call at a bonsai centre and an exotic fruit growing farm.  We take another trip down the river in sampans 

all of us wearing pointed hats.  Like the hats but feel they would not be quite the same in Haltwhistle!  

We finish at our óhome stayô, again lovely food cooked by the family which we helped to prepare.  Feel 

I have a way to go in the preparation of beautifully shaped spring rolls.  Local musicians come and play 

traditional music and a good night is had by all.  We do however dip out of one option which is the 

snake.  No problem with eating snake if necessary but the option is to watch it being killed then to have 

a little drink of its blood!  Decline this!  Some of the group do.  It seems to be another rite of passage 

with young backpackers to eat all kind of bizarre and strange foods.  Snake may be OK but do not like 

the idea of seeing it killed and drinking blood.  There again black pudding and all that.......  The 

homestay is lovely.  We talk to a youngster who wishes to improve his English.  He appears to be about 

fifteen but is actually twenty two.  People do look very young here.  Until they get old that is!  Then they 

look really old.  Donôt we all? Teeth or lack of do make a big difference!  We sleep in individual beds 

next to each other in a kind of dormitory with mosquito nets.  Do not spot any mosquitoes.  I am lucky 

though as I do not often seem to get bitten.  The homestays help to support the local communities.  Next 

day is Saturday and is the end of TET (New Year) so we see fewer flags about.  We get into our boat 

again and go to a market where we see delicious fudge being made which of course we buy and eat.  

Rice paper is made here which some have a go at.  Looks so easy but is not.  Same principal as making 

crepes.   Also they make popcorn from rice rather than wheat.  There is rice wine and tapioca (made 

from cassava).  We can also buy honey and royal jelly.  The latter promises great things for the men!  

They ask about bulk buying!  óNuff said.  Back to boat then bus then to hotel in HCMC/Saigon.  We 

collect laundry and go to the Independence Palace. This was the HQ if the government until the fall/

liberation of Saigon/HCMC.  Interesting, pure 1970ies decor from the days before The US left.  We 

have our usual good communal meal then adjourn to the Spotted Cow (we are in the backpacker area) 

where we watch the Welsh/Scottish rugby international!!  Bizarre.  Do not do much late night drinking! 

The next day is travel day to the Border with Cambodia so we leave in good time as crossing may take a 

while.  It is time for me to stop.  Cambodia and Thailand is the next (and final episode!)  Big sighs of 

relief all round! 

                 Julie Harrison 
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Holy Cross Church, Haltwhistle Wardens report 
2013 has been another busy year in the life of Holy Cross Church. We believe the fabric of our church continues 

to be in good order. We will continue to inspect and monitor the condition of the church to maintain its 

condition. The facilities and space we created at the back of church are being well used (Hadrian Singers, 

seasonal lunches, concerts, meetings, post service coffees, etc.), although more use would be welcome.  

We were saddened, in January, that someone chose to break in and cause some damage to the church. We are 

grateful to the skills of Stanegate Restorations for their work in repairing the vestry doors. All other damage has 

been repaired and security increased. However we remain committed to have the church open and available for 

our parishioners and visitors. 

We are pleased to have been able to replace our heating system during the year with a modern, efficient system. 

Our thanks go to those who made it possible, the contractors for fitting in around the running of church and our 

congregation for their understanding. We hope you all agree that church is a much more comfortable place to be 

with improved temperatures. We have also been able to replace the wooden church gates, with wrought iron, 

crafted by the talents of Scott Goodfellow. These should have a much longer life and have been made to match 

the other gates into the churchyard. 

We continue to be grateful for the hard work and dedication of those who keep church clean and tidy, well 

decorated with floral displays and who welcome visitors. 

As we start another year we would like members of church to consider whether they would like to put their 

names forward for election to the post of Church Warden. We are entitled to have 4 wardens and we need to fill 

all our allocation for the continuity of this number as well as share the responsibility and duties more evenly. If 

you would like to discuss this please have a word with the wardens or the vicar. 

Holy Cross Church, Haltwhistle Social Committee Report 2013 
2013 was another very busy year for Holy Cross with a slight disruption in early summer while the central 
heating was installed. The coffee mornings and fairs all went well. The PCC is very grateful to everyone who 
helped, donated and attended raising valuable funds for Holy Cross. We are always looking for people, or indeed 
groups of people, to lead coffee mornings. 
In Spring, we had the pleasure of a concert by the Hadrian Singers and friends which was enjoyed by all. 
July brought our most energetic venture ï a walk from Alston to Haltwhistle on a hot and sunny Saturday. The 
train was taken from Alston to Lintley followed by a walk to Knarsdale where we stopped for lunch. The 
afternoon was spent walking to Haltwhistle ï tired legs, a few blisters but very enjoyable. 
The Harvest Lunch was a great success but unfortunately the Beetle Drive and Banquet were cancelled. 
Michael Wilcox has kindly led two book readings in Holy Cross ï ñThe Snow Gooseò by Paul Gallico and ñA 
Christmas Carolò by Charles Dickens. 
Two charity coffee mornings were led by members of the congregation ï ñThe Big Brewò and a MacMillan 
Coffee Morning. 
Our biggest venture last year was introducing the Highlights Rural Touring Scheme. The first concert in October 
was ñDjangologyò followed in December by ñA Victorian Christmasò which fitted in well with our other Advent 
celebrations. Both concerts were extremely well attended and the PCC would like to thank all helpers, especially 
ticket sales. 
Other Advent activities included the Childrenôs Event which was very successful with lots of willing helpers 
from both Holy Cross and St. Cuthbertôs for which we are grateful. 
The church was open on Christmas Shopping Night and we served Christmas cake and ginger wine. The 
Community Carol Service was well attended too. 
There were over 40 entries in the Carol Display in Holy Cross. We are grateful and wish to thank everyone who 
entered ï local people, groups, children, schools, WI, and local business. 
The year ended with a challenge for everyone ï the Quiz !  The Philippines were given all the proceeds. Thanks 
to the organisers and we look forward to the next quiz. 
The wardens and PCC wish to thanks everyone for their continued effort and support of Holy Cross. We are 
looking forward to another splendid year in 2014. 
 

Deanery Synod Report for 2013 
Most of the synod agendas have been devoted to evangelism within the Deanery, the problems we all face as 

rural churches with small congregations and the calculation & funding of the Parish quotas. 

One significant change of subject, much welcomed by all members, was that of the synod meeting held at Holy 

Cross on 11th November which was devoted largely to the thorny problem of ñassisted suicideò. 

Dr Lindsey Cram, a specialist in palliative care, gave a very interesting and informative talk, which was followed 

by a lively debate on the matter. In conclusion I would like to bring to the parishôs attention the situation 

regarding whether or not an elected representative is necessary, bearing in mind that most of the meetings have 

been advertised as ñopen meetingsò.          Anthony Wood.  
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PCC Treasurers Report 2013 
I would like to start my report by thanking you all, be that members of the congregation, citizens of Haltwhistle 
or the team of people who work hard to keep Holy Cross running. Without the work, commitment and support 
of you all Holy Cross would cease to function. 
Over 2013 we have continued to feel the effects of the financial crisis. Holy Cross is not alone in this. Many of 
you will have felt the constraints of the continual increases in the cost of living. I am sad to say that the crisis 
has begun to affect Holy Cross as well. Though I cannot confirm our financial position, it looks as though we 
will struggle to make ends meet in 2013. Our income has not kept up with our payments. 
Though the PCC has money invested, it is not available for use by the PCC to pay for the everyday costs of 
running the Church. The money invested is restricted; it can only be used for work on the building itself. It has 
been given to Holy Cross for specific purposes, I cannot use it for the day-to-day running of the building, to pay 
the gas and electricity bills. 
The PCC however has continued to invest money in the building in its endeavors to reduce costs and to increase 
the use of the building. Having opened up the area at the west end of the Church, the PCC this year has invested 
a significant amount of money in the heating system. Capital costs such as this can be paid from restricted 
funds. This means that Holy Cross is now comfortably warm at all times of the year. It further means that the 
Church is available for other activities. 
The PCC has introduced the óHighlights Rural Touring Schemeô, which we hope will be enjoyed by more and 
more people, and thus increase our income. 
The PCC has opened the building for use for coffee mornings, concerts, presentations and readings. If you 
would like to use the Church please do get in touch. 
I am not in a position to give you definitive figures yet (I canôt until the External Examiner and the PCC have 
approved them) but we can consider some percentages. 
You will all be sick of me mentioning Gift Aid, but it is important to our income. If you Gift Aid your 
donations we receive back from the Chancellor 25% extra at no cost to you. 
We have seen a reduction of 5% this year in giving though the bank, but an increase of some 15% in the 
envelope scheme. 
Collections in Church have fallen by 28%, no doubt a reflection of the financial times we find ourselves in. 
Our fund raising efforts have bucked the trend with a less than 1% reduction in income, which is to be 
celebrated. However the costs of fund raising have increased this year. 
Our insurance company visited the Church this year to survey the building to make sure that rebuilding costs 
were up to date. You can, I am sure, guess what happened though we were covered for rebuilding to £4,000,000 
with increasing costs etc. we must now increase this sum to £5,000,000. 
Fees that we receive for Funerals and Weddings have also decreased this year by 28%. 
On a more positive note, we have again managed to reduce our administration costs by about 50%, but as our 
admin. costs are not a large part of our budget it is helpful though not significant. 
All in all it has not been a good year for us, but we are trying to reduce our costs and increase the use of the 
Church. The new heating system should make a small but significant contribution to reducing our costs and at 
the same time making the Church warmer, more inviting and pleasant. 

 

Holy Cross Mothersô Union Branch Leaderôs Report 2013 
The Mothersô Union had a busy 2013. There were many good speakers, which were organized by Jean Smith. I 
would like to thank Jean for organizing the speakers and for writing the reports for the church magazine each 
month. 
Doris Batey was a good member of the Mothersô Union from 1997 ï 2013. She died in 2013. May She Rest in 
Peace. 
The members would like to thank Rev. Neil and Val Wilson for Teas on the Lawn in July 2013. Members of 
the Haydon Bridge Mothersô Union were the guests. 
The Advent Carol Service was held at Holy Cross. It was well attended by all the Deanery. 
In January 2014 I decided to pass over the leadership of the Mothersô Union. I would like to say thank you to 
all members for their support over the 5 years of my leadership. 
I would like to thank Sheila Williams and Chris Anson for help with printing and especially to Rev. Neil 
Wilson for his help and support. 

Best wishes to the new Committee   Nellie Alderson 
 

Magazine Editors report 2013 
The magazine continues to be well read and (mostly) well received. We distribute 500 copies per month around 
the parishes of Haltwhistle and Greenhead as well as to over 30 people who now receive it by email. Over the 
year we have had some advertisers who have dropped out but they have been replaced with a number of new 
advertisers who see the benefit of using our magazine to promote their businesses or services. The advertisers 
financial contributions pay our printing costs for which we are continually gratefulðthis allows us to continue 
to offer it free to our readers.  
My personal thanks to all those who help to print, collate & deliver the magazine for our monthly deadline.  
              David Watson 
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St. Cuthbertõs  

Corner. 
   April 2014. 

The Church. 
Services. 

Sunday     6th. Lent 5        Holy Communion 11am. 

Sunday    13th. Lent 6  Palm Sunday    Holy Communion 11am. 

Friday    18th.    Good Friday Liturgy   12noon-1pm. 

Sunday    20th.    EASTER DAY   Holy Communion 11am. 

Sunday    27th. Easter 2        Holy Communion 11am. 

 

    Flowers.  

 None during Lent. 
 Easter            The Congregation. 
 Sunday 27th.  Mrs. Maureen Morgan. 

    Acknowledgements.  
 Domino Drive February 21st., first in 2014 was a good start to the new season. £71.50p. profit was raised 
for church funds. Thank you to everyone involved, organisers, donors and our loyal supporters. 

 Coffee Morning on March 8th. raised a magnificent sum of £620 profit. Our grateful thanks to the 
generous people of Haltwhistle and district who supported this event also to everyone who baked, 

donated to stalls and/or helped on the day. 

    Events in April.  

 Tuesday 8th. 7.30pm. In the Village Hall. CHURCH AGM. Everyone welcome  
 to hear reports of the past year and proposals for the future. Bring any questions , 

 complaints, and/or constructive suggestions. The church is here for ALL of us. 
 Friday      18th. 7.30pm. Domino Drive in the Village Hall. £2. including refreshments. 

    Forthcoming Events.  
 Friday   . May 16th. 7.30pm. Domino Drive in the Village Hall £2. including  refreshments. 

 Tuesday May 20th.  7.30pm. In the Village Hall, Illustrated talk by our intrepid adventurer. 

  Fiona Lees-Millais, subject-ôA Second Rickshaw Run.õ 
 Friday June 6th.-Sunday June 8th. ôA Celebration of Talents.õ In preparation. Details next month. 

    The School. 

   BigVoices@Greenhead. 

 At Greenhead we have lots of exciting clubs during and after school. We are going to 
tell you about some of themé 
  Brunch Club. Every Friday we have a Brunch Club. Brunch is a snack which you 
can enjoy between breakfast and lunch. We like having a tasty and healthy brunch which 
gives us lots of energy for the rest of the day! Everyone gets a drink and  
something to eat. We all choose from the brunch menu and the teachers prepare the food 
and help to serve. We all help to clear the tables and put the plates and cups away at the 
end of brunch. 
 Arthur  says ôI enjoy everything at brunch club, especially the cereal bars.õ 
 Isak says ôMy favourite brunch is when we have croissants.õ 
 Rebecca says ôI like buttered toast.õ 
 Angus agrees and says ôI love brunch club.õ 
       Reported by Emily Scott. 
 Singing Club. After school each Monday Mrs. Aldred  runs a singing club/ Mums, 
Dads, Grandmas and friends join us. There are about 20 of who come to the club. 
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Mrs. Aldred starts with a warm up, we sing ôHello everybodyõ. We all stand in a circle  
 and bounce a ball to the next person in the circle and sing at the same time...we have  
 to concentrate!  Weõve been learning ôIn the kitchen with Dinah. 
 Lorraine and Tina play the guitar and Mrs. Aldred plays the piano. Some of us play  
 percussion instruments too. 
  Here are some thoughts about singing club 
 Aidan says ôI love learning new songs and singing them with everyone.õ 
 Gwen says ôI like singing ôDown by the bayõ because it is very tuneful.õ 
 Elizabeth agrees ôI love ôDown by the bay.õ 
 Imogen agrees and says ôI like singing with my friend Rebecca.õ 
 Alice says ôSinging is fun and we have lots of other new songs we get to learn. We 
 are going to perform in a concert soon We are calling ourselves  
          The Greenhead Generations.õ 
    Reported by Aidan Brachtvogal. 
  Art Club. Art Club is an after school club on Tuesdays. Mrs. Hutchinson, 
 Mrs. Fairless and Mrs. Tapscott teach us different arts and craft skills each week. 
 We are making mobiles at the moment .We have decorated the mobiles with animals  
 from the rain forest including chameleons, monkeys, apes, tigers and snakes. 
 Elizabeth says ôI have really enjoyed making our mobiles and really like my bright  
 parrot. 
  Gwen says ôI enjoyed making daffodils. We used egg boxes, we cut them into  
 sections  and used them for trumpets. We used five paper petals and a straw to make  
 the stalk.õ 
 And Alice says ôIõm enjoying making my rain forest mobile at the momentð we are  
 making them bright and colourful.õ 
    Reported by Elizabeth Cowell. 
  Activities. 
 Wednesday 2nd. 9.15 am Celebration of Worship, Assembly in church. 
 Friday         4th.  School closes for Easter. 
 Tuesday      22nd. School re-opens. 
    From the Village Diary.  
  Weekly Events (All Events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated) 
 Sundays.      7.30pm. Dance Club. 
 Mondays.     10am.-12md.  Twinkle Tots Mother and baby support group. 
        1-2pm.  Keep Fit. 
 Tuesdays.    10.30am.-12.30pm. 1st., 8th., 15th., 29th. Classes 5-8 of the series of 10 
             10 painting classes. 
 Wednesdays 11am.-12md. Keep Fit. 
       6.30-8.30pm. Youth Club (9 years and over during school terms). 
 Fridays         11am-12md. Keep Fit. 
  Monthly and Occasional Events.  
 Tuesday      1st.  1-4pm.       Arts and Crafts. 
 Thursday    3rd.   10.30am. Over 6oðs Coffee Morning. (last for this season. If you enjoy  
 the outings and meals which the committee arrange please support this event).  
  

 Sunday 13th.  10am. -2pm. Farmerõs Market. Local food and crafts direct from the producers. 
 
 Monday    14th.    7pm. Womenôs Institute. :Birthday Night (for details tel. Maureen Morgan  
             016977 47378). 
 Tuesday   15th.   1-4pm. Arts and Crafts. 
 Thursday  24th.   1-4pm. Callico Hinnies Quilting Group. 
 Tuesday   29th.   7.30pm. Gardening Club (for details tel. Susan Maughan 016977 47607). 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Cuthbert's Church, Greenhead 

DOMINO DRIVE 
Friday 18th March 
7pm in the Village Hall 

£2 inc. refreshments 
Come and enjoy the fun 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Cross  Church 

COFFEE MORNING  
Saturday 26th April  

Methodist Church Hall  

9.30 -  11.30 a.m.  

Cake Stall : Raffle : Tombola  

ALL WELCOME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Holy Cross Church 
EASTER CHILDRENôS WORKSHOP 
Telling the Easter story through crafts, 

singing, readings and activities  
Saturday 12th April 

10am to 12noon in Church 
refreshments 
All welcome 

(please note all under 8ôs must be accompanied 
by and adult during event) 

 
 

Kneelers in Holy Cross 
Anyone wanting to either make or have a 

kneeler made to remember someone please 
get in touch with either Elsie Dempster or 

Dorothy Smith to discuss. 
 
 
 

To advertise your event in this space in future 
editions please forward to  David Watson on 
01434 321459 or emailðmaitai@tiscali.co.uk 


