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WHOõS WHO 

Clergy               

      
Revd Neil Wilson 
 The Vicarage 
 Edenôs Lawn 
 Haltwhistle 
 NE49 0AB 
 01434 320215 
 E-mail   
 Websiteðwww.holycrosschurchhaltwhistle.co.uk  
 
Diocesan Reader Bryan Stevens 01434 321 314 
 

Holy Cross Church, Haltwhistle 

Churchwardens David Watson 01434 321 459 
 Christine Anson 01434 320 437 
 Nellie Alderson 01434 320246 
 Ina Weeks 01434 320883 
PCC Secretary David Watson  
PCC Treasurer John Anson 01434 320 437 
Deanery Synod  Anthony Wood 
Representatives Ina Weeks 01434 320 883 
Motherôs Union Audrey Mills 01434 322 240 
Organist Anthony Wood 01434 322 472 
Flower Secretary awaiting volunteer  
Recording Officer Betty Wilkie 01434 320 604 
Electoral Roll Carol Edwards 01434 320 032 
 

St Cuthbertõs Church, Greenhead 

Churchwardens Alison Rutherford 016977 47527 
  
PCC Secretary Cathi Dixon           - 016977 47089  
PCC Treasurer Margaret Blackburn 01434 320 994 
Deanery Synod Rep            -- 
Organist Anthony Wood 01434 322 472 
Flower Secretary Irene Graham 01434 320 762 
 

Pastoral Assistants 

Hospital and Home Visiting 
Colin Mills   01434 322 240 
Di Robison  01434 320 260  Sheila Williams  01434 320 964 
 
Liturgy and Education 
Elsie Dempster  01434 320 977 
Carol Edwards  01434 320 032  Ina Weeks  01434 320 883 
David Watson  01434 321 459  Ruth Watson  01434 321 459  
Cathi Dixon  016977 47089  

http://www.holycrosschurchhaltwhistle.com/
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CHURCH SERVICES 
Holy Cross 
Sunday 
8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Sung Eucharist 
 
Thursday 
10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

St Cuthbert 
Sunday 
11.00 am Sung Eucharist 
All enquiries & arrangements for Baptisms and 
Weddings to be made to: 
 Revd Neil Wilson 
 The Vicarage 
 Edenôs Lawn 
 Haltwhistle 
 NE49 0AB 
 01434 320215 

 
Haltwhistle Methodist Church 

Rev Tom Quenet 
Haltwhistle Methodist Church 

Westgate 
Haltwhistle 

Tel: - 01434 320051 
Sunday service at 10.30am & 6pm 
Sunday School at 10.30am 

 
 

St Wilfridôs Catholic Church 
Father Leo Pyle 
St Wilfridôs Church 

Westgate 
Haltwhistle  

Tel:- 01434 684265  
Sunday service at 11am 

WMH FARM FRESH MEATS 
21 WESTGATE, HALTWHISTLE 

Tel: 01434 322 322 

We only supply meats from our own 
farm at West Mill Hills or where 
possible from local farms with in the 

Tyne Valley 
(Check the blackboard in the shop) 

We have óhome madeô range 
including sausages, burgers, pies, 
pease pudding, black pudding 
Half or whole lambs are available  

for freezers 

Opening hours Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri  
8.30 am - 5.00  pm 
Sat 8.30 am - 1.00 pm 

Closed Wed and Sun 

Parish Magazine Contributions 
Diary entries are free, as are acknowledgements, local 
information and notices of local non-profit-making 
events. Emailed contributions are useful  but they can 
also be handed in at Church. 
If you would like to advertise in ñOutlookò and be 
seen by over 500 households every month, please do 
contact : Church Wardens 
Please note that the views expressed by contributors 
do not necessarily reflect those of The Church or the 
Editor and the Editor reserves the right to shorten arti-
cles or reduce the size of  
advertisements where it is deemed essential. 

Haltwhistle Holy Cross Church Designated Safeguarding Officer is:- 
    Mrs Ruth Watson  Tel. 01434 321459   

 

Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser ðMrs Ruth Rogan 
Tel:  07825 167 016, r.rogan@newcastle.anglican.org.  

If at any time you have concerns they can be discussed in the strictest confidence 
with either of the above people. 

Other useful contacts for help:- Childlineð0800 1111    
Parentline Plus-0808 800 2222 

Future Magazines!!!!!! 
If anyone would like to receive this magazine 

via email please forward your email address to 

David Watson at   

maitai@tiscali.co.uk and we will send you a 

PDF version direct to your computer. 

javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(114,46,114,111,103,97,110,64,110,101,119,99,97,115,116,108,101,46,97,110,103,108,105,99,97,110,46,111,114,103)+'?'
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December 2015 

Dear Friends, 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 
No Iôve not decided to go all politically correct, because after all, holiday is a corruption of ñHoly 
Day,ò and Iôm referring to the holy days of Christmas.  Itôs not too long ago that holy days were 
the only holidays that most people had ï days free from work in order to allow them to attend 
church on the major festivals of the year.  So, Iôm delighted to be able to wish you happy 
holidays and to invite you to our various acts of worship in celebration of the ñNativity of Our 
Lord.ò  
 
I deliberately didnôt use the usual title Christmas, because ñChristmasò is yet another corruption 
isnôt it ï from Christôs Mass, as the Mass or Eucharist, is the central act of worship on 
Christmas Day.  So Iôm delighted to invite you to; 
 
Midnight Mass at St. Cuthbertôs, Greenhead, 11.30pm December 24th 
and our family  
Eucharist at Holy Cross, 9.30am on Christmas Day, December 25th. 
 
Of course in preparation for Christmas we have our usual Christingles;  
4.00pm Sunday December 20th at St. Cuthbertôs,  
6.00pm Thursday December 24th in Holy Cross, 
These are Candle-lit Carol Services with a distribution of Christingle Oranges to the children 
who are present, reminding us of the arrival of the Christ-child, Jesus, who is known as ñthe 
light of the world.ò   If you have not been to one before, this is a wonderful way to enter into the 
real spirit of Christmas, after all it is Jesusô birth that we celebrate and the peace and joy that 
that message brings to the world. 
 
That news was given for everyone to share and join in ï so why not ensure that this year your 
celebrations include coming to church, if it was a friendôs birthday or a relative, you would want 
to go and visit them, youôd want to go to their party ï wouldnôt you?  So why not come along 
and join in these ñpartiesò taking place to celebrate and give thanks for the Saviourôs birth? 

St. Wilfridôs Church Hall 
Westgate, Haltwhistle 

Hall for Hire 
Seats 50 (theatre style),  

Kitchenette and accessible toilet. 
From Ã15.00 per session 
Sessions either morning,  
afternoon or evening. 

Bookings: Fr. Leo Pyle 01434 684265 
Or Nigel Theobald 01434 321621. 

HALTWHISTLE 
TOWN COUNCIL 

COUNCILLORS SURGERY  
Councillors present to hear 

queries 
1st Saturday of each month 
starting on 6th July 2013 

10am to 12noon  

Haltwhistle Library 

.ƛƭƭȅ .Ŝƭƭ 
 

DŀƳŜΣ CƛǎƘƳƻƴƎŜǊ  
ŀƴŘ CǊŜǎƘ CǊǳƛǘ 

 
 

!ƭǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǎŀǳǎŀƎŜǎΣ ƘƻƳŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƛŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ   
 

!ƭǎƻ ƻǾŜǊ нл ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
ƅŀǾƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
ƧŀƳǎΣ ŎǳǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǘƴŜȅǎΦ 
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There will not be a Eucharist at Holy Cross on Christmas Eve at 10.00am, this year the 
celebration will be held at Haltwhistle War Memorial Hospital, in the Day Room, as we share 
the good news of the Messiahôs birth with those who will be in Hospital over Christmas.  So I 
do hope that those of you normally with us on a Thursday will join us there on this occasion. 
 
Given that there is so much going on over the Holidays, there will be no 8.00am Sunday 
morning Eucharist at Holy Cross on December 27

th
, or the Sundays following until January 

31st, which I hope will not inconvenience anyone too much. 
 
So, wherever you are this Christmas, at home, with family or friends, I hope that you will find 
the peace, joy and hope that is at the very heart of our faith.  Remember, if you are alone, 
Ellen Walton is running a drop-in day again this year at the Methodist Hall, and youôll be very 
welcome there.  Whatever your plans, I pray that you have a very Happy Christmas, and I do 
hope that we shall see you in Church over the holidays.  
 
With all good wishes and prayers for 2016, 
 
Neil Wilson. 
 
 

 
 

Holy Cross Church 

Multi-use space available for hire 
Suitable for:- meetings, concerts, discussion groups, fundraising 

events. Baptism, Wedding & Funeral Teas.  
Kitchen, toilet facilities & flexible seating 

Reasonable rates. Contact The Vicar or Church Wardens to discuss 
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HAPPENINGS 
 
Holy Cross Christmas Fair 
An extremely big thank you to everyone who supported Holy Cross Christmas Fair! It was a very busy 

morning and well attended. There a still a few raffle prizes to be claimed and they can be collected from 

Church. The next coffee morning, which is run by the men of the Church, is on 12th December with 

plenty of mince pies and shortbread. We look forward to seeing you there!  

Christine Anson 

 
 
Holy Cross Mothers Union 
The Rev. Neil Wilson began the November meeting with The Mothers Union Prayers. As 
Anthony Wood was our guest speaker we had a lovely hymn accompanied by Anthony at 
the piano. Fourteen members were present, Mrs. Barbara Cox, deanery secretary, and two 
guests also attended. 
Anthony spoke about the organs he has played over his lifetime, first being interested from 
the age of 5 or 6. He played at Hexham Abbey and at St Aiden's at Hexham before moving away and 
playing at Shipley and other places before returning to Tynedale and Haltwhistle in 1993. Anthony spoke 
with humour and eloquence. He was thanked by Mrs. Elsie Dempster followed by refreshments. 
Forthcoming events:- 
December 7th is the Advent Carol Service at Henshaw Church. The 1.50pm 685 bus stops outside the 
church. The 4pm bus for the return journey. 
December 14th is the Christmas lunch at the Comrades Club at 1pm. A small gift for the bran tub (of 
about Ã3) would be appreciated. 
January 11th is the Epiphany service in Church at 2.15pm. 

Norma Phillips  
 
 
 
 
 

Haltwhistle & District 

Mothers 
Union  

 
Meetings on 1st Monday of 

the month 
Usually with guest  
speakers 

New members Welcome 
 

Contact Audrey Mills 
01434 322 240 

Do you suffer from... 
Back Pain? 
Neck Pain? 
Headaches? 

 
We can help 

Call 01434 602 666 

www.correctivechiropractic.co.uk 
Mention this ad for a 20% discount 

on your 1st visit. 



 7 

SAVE THE CHILDREN BOOKSHOP                                                         

WESTGATE, HALTWHISTLE 

All the  volunteers at the bookshop would like to  

thank you for your support and custom throughout 

the year. We wish for you and yours a blessed, 

peaceful and happy Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year. Come and see us in 2016. 

 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT AT HALTWHISTLE 

(website: dementiasupportathaltwhistle.org) 

All the volunteers and attenders at Dementia Support would like to wish you a Happy Christmas and 

a peaceful and prosperous New Year. 

 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT AT HALTWHISTLE 

(website : dementiasupportathaltwhistle.org) 

The Christmas tea and musical entertainment  for attenders and invited friends will take 

place on Tuesday, December 15th. from 2-4 in Room 3 of Haltwhistle Library. 

The January meeting will take place on Monday, January 25th from 2-4 in Room 3 of 

Haltwhistle Library.. This will be a film and demonstration on cardiac resuscitation and 

other First Aid issues by North Country Leisure of Hexham. Participation in this course 

is limited to 12 places and is free to regular attenders. Priority will be given to regular carer-

attenders. Experienced volunteers will be on hand to entertain any cared for-attenders. Please, 

contact John or Rosemary if you would like to take part in the valuable course. In February our 

Patron ,Paul Laidlaw, the auctioneer and valuer, will be with us again to give valuations of antiques 

and collectables. Details will be published in the New Year.  

 

 

 

 

/ŀǇƻƴǘǊŜŜ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ {ǳǊƎŜƻƴǎ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ά! tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ 
 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ǿǿǿΦŎŀǇƻƴǘǊŜŜǾŜǘǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
 

I![¢²IL{¢[9 - п {ǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳǊǘΣ IŀƭǘǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ 
.w!at¢hb - DǊŜŜƴ IƛƭƭΣ .ǊŀƳǇǘƻƴ 
[hbD¢h²b - .ƻǊŘŜǊǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ tŀǊƪ 

 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƳƛƴƻǊ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ 
IŀƭǘǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅ 

IŀƭǘǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ 
лмпоп 
онлтлр 

.ǊŀƳǇǘƻƴ 
лмсфтт ному 

[ƻƴƎǘƻǿƴ 
лмнну 
тфмнпр 

CŀǊƳ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻǊǎŜǎ 

нп Ih¦w 
9a9wD9b/¸ 
{9w±L/9 

9ǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ср 

Glendale  
Pool and Parties! 

North Road, Haltwhistle, NE49 9ND 

Swim  in the private, indoor, heated pool.... 

    Eat  in The Lodge.... 

and Play in The Glen; our wooded garden  

with large climbing frame, swings,  
picnic area and beautiful valley views. 

 

To book  a private family swim  
or a family party or BBQ 

call Julie on  
01434 320711 or 0797 169 1631 

More info at www.glendaleleisure.co.uk 
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Who composed the hymn tunes we love & sing most often in church? 
One of the most prolific composers of popular hymn tunes was a relatively local man ï J. B. Dykes 
Although born in Hull on march 10th 1823, John Bacchus Dykes, after service a curacy at Malton in 
Yorkshire, became in 1849, Minor Canon & Precentor of Durham Cathedral, & remained at Durham for the 
rest of his life 
if you think of the hymn ñHoly, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almightyò you will like as not sing the words quietly 
to the tune ñNicaeaò, composed specifically for that hymn in 1861 by Dykes. He so named the tune because 
the hymn is based upon the doctrine of the trinity as expounded in the Nicene Creed. 
Another well-known hymn is ñEternal Father, strong to saveò, which is usually sung to the stirring tune 
ñMelitaò which was also composed for the 1861 edition of ñHymns Ancient & Modernò    
Typifying the importance of a tune in popularising a hymn is ñhead, kindly light amid the encircling 
gloomò, number 298 in ñHymns Ancient & Modern, Revisedò. Speaking to a friend, the author of the hymn, 
Cardinal Newman said ñ But you see it is not the hymn but the tune that has gained the popularityò. The 
tune, of course, by Dr Dykes was ñLux Benignaò. 
How often have you sung the hymn ñThe King of Love My Shepherd Isò. That too is usually sung to a 
Dykes melody, ñDominus Regit Meò, and this hymn was sung at his funeral on 28th January 1876, 
So, did the Revd. Dr. John Bacchus Dykes compose anything else other than lots of hymn tunes? Yes he 
did. He composed music for Matins & Evensong, & numerous anthems, but he is mostly remembered for 
his hymn tunes, nearly 300 of them!          Anthony Wood 

 

 

 

Father George was opening his Christmas cards one December morning.  Out of one the 
cards came a single sheet of paper on it was written only one word: 'Fool'. The following 
Sunday, in church, Father George announced to the assembled congregation, 'I have known 
many people who have written notes to me and forgotten to sign their names. 
But this week I received a note from someone who signed his name and had forgotten to 
write a letter.' 
 

 

J. Terrey  
ACCOUNTANTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Your local, professional 
advisor, providing a  
personal service on all  
Accountancy and Taxation 

matters. 

Tel. 016977 47471 
(Greenhead) 

 
 

 
THE BEST  

FUNCTION ROOM IN TOWN 
AND THE LOWEST PRICES 

WE WELCOME PARTIES FOR 
WEDDINGS, ENGAGEMENTS, 

BIRTHDAYS ETC 

THE ROOM IS FREE AND WE GIVE 
YOU 10% OFF THE ROOM BAR  
TAKINGS TOWARDS YOUR 

COSTS 

PHONE 01434 320 247 
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STS Dec 2015 Update 
South Tyne Sustainability held its AGM in Kasteale caf® on Nov 18th.  The Chairôs report 
highlighted our two major, successful projects of 2015: 

¶ The Scale of Sustainability. Four films and meetings exploring architecture, homes and 
community, in partnership with Haltwhistle Film Project. 
Verges and Pollinators.  Several activities contributed to this initiative including a joint meeting 
with South Tynedale Wildlife group, a seed swap and three botanising verge walks. 
The chair, secretary and treasurer are remaining in their positions and all meetings, which are 
generally focussed on a particular project, will be advertised via our e-newsletter and ad hoc 
committees formed from interested members to run specific initiatives.    
 
In 2016 we are again planning two major projects.  We will continue our verges and pollinators 
initiative with a public meeting in the New Year and weôll be at Haltwhistle Plant Festival with a 
display, details of wildflower (and possibly pollinator) identification walks and a seed swap. We are 
excited about our new project idea, Visit Edible Gardens (VEG), which is pretty self-explanatory!  
But just to say, there were immediate suggestions of a host of bountiful, interesting and inspiring 
gardens to visit.  Weôll surely also manage to fit in the occasional sustainability-themed film along 
the way, and possibly a visit to a passiv house too.  Not to forget that biennial celebration of 
clipping time, Wool on the Wall, planned for July 10th 2016. 
 
 
 
 

Thanks for the electric guitar you gave me for Christmas," little Chris Cody said to 
his uncle the first time he saw him after the holidays. "It's the best present I ever 
got." 
"That's great," said his uncle. "Do you know how to play it?" 
"Oh, I don't play it," the little fellow said. "My mom gives me a pound a day not to play 
it during the day and my dad gives me five pounds a week not to play it at night. 
 

Electrical Division 

House re-wires 

Extra sockets & lights 

Cooker installations 

Immersion heaters 

Shower installations 

Night Storage Heaters 

Domestic Heating System Wiring 

Periodic Testing & Inspection 

Landlord Certificates 

Emergency Lighting Installation 

Emergency Lighting Periodic Testing 

Fault Finding & Diagnosis 

Flood Lighting 

PAT (portable appliance testing) 

Security Division 

Security Lights 

Intruder Alarm Installation, Servicing & Testing 

Fire Alarm Installation, Servicing & Testing 

CCTV Installation & Maintenance  

Secure Door Entry Systems 

Free Estimates & Call-out service 
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A RETURN TO BARCELONA 
I have been to Barcelona several times but the last time was about eleven years ago.  When a friend whoôd never 
been there suggested a trip I agreed immediately.  Nothing stays the same!  We know that donôt we?  No answer 
required.  Actually getting there was a marathon.  It began with the Holy Cross coffee morning pouring coffee, 
followed by going to The Embroiderersô Guild AGM.  Why have I agreed to be on the committee?  Again no 
answer required.  From there I went to Cousin Sheilaôs home in Tynemouth where I changed into my óparty 
frockô ready to go to friend Gôs 80th birthday party at The Grand Hotel Tynemouth.  This I did and a very good 
party it was.  Leaving after one glass of wine at 10.30 I drove to Morpeth to friend A.  A large gin and tonic and 
so to bed only to rise at 4.30 am to drive to the airport!  We left the car and through to the departure lounge.  
Since I was last in the airport back in January it has been ódone upô.  Nothing but shops and expensive nasty 
eateries.  As you all know I like my wine but unlike the majority of the rest of the clientele in the airport feel no 
need to drink alcohol at 6.00 am in the morning!  Why?  No answer etc etc.....  We leave at 7.am and arrive at 
Barcelona at about 11.00 am.  All is straightforward as we take the airport bus into the town centre.  From Placa 
Catalunya we walk with our wheelie hand luggage to our Hotel Jardi.  Iôve stayed there before and whilst small 
and modest itôs very central being just off The Ramblas.  We leave our bags (too early to check in) and adjourn 
to the little square where our hotel is situated.  The sun is over the yard arm so wine is in order. We are joined by 
two French men but do not get excited they are on their annual trip to Sitges near Barcelona.  Iôve been there, 
good little town and the gay capital of Catalunya if not Spain.  They are not after our bodies! However they are 
keen to practice their English and we get lots of useful tips and hints about what to do and where to go.  I am 
now beginning to realise that Barcelona is much busier than it was eleven years ago!  We check in to our hotel 
then go for a little orientation of the area.  Realise weôve not eaten so find a little tapas bar up a side street. We 
chat to a young waitress and apologise for our lack of Catalan now the major language here.  She speaks it but is 
not Catalan, indeed not even Spanish.  Sheôs from the Azores so speaks Portuguese, Spanish, Catalan and 
English.  Feel depressed as realise am unlikely to become quarto-lingual or any other kind of lingual!  Some 
more wandering and planning of our itinerary before back to our bar in the Placa San Josep de Oriel.  (canôt do a 
cedilla on this keyboard).  A little more wine, a Pa amb boli sandwich (bread, oil, tomato and serrano ham).  So 
to bed to gather strength for following day! 
We decide to do a city open bus tour as this is always a good way to get an overview of a place.  We duly book 
to the western half of Barcelona.  It is a hop on/off bus so we hop off to visit the National Museum of the Art of 
Catalunya.  It is closed on Mondays!  It is on top of Parc de Monjuic.  This means Jewish Mountain thus named 
as there was a large Jewish cemetery there in the Middle Ages.  It was landscaped in 1929 for an in international 
exhibition then fell in to disuse, the castle there being used for Francoôs firing squads however it was rescued for 
the 1992 Olympics which gave it a beautiful face lift.  It now has two museums including the Joan Miro gallery.  
There are parks and gardens and so is popular with locals and tourists alike.  The view from the closed museum 
is spectacular when we catch it between the selfie takers.  I hope you will sign my petition to bring back the 

Eden House Bungalow 
Sycamore Street 

Have you friends or family wishing to stay 
in Haltwhistle but you are short of space? 
Our bungalow, central to Town and just a 
few minutes from the station, sleeps 4 ï 
with a double bedroom and a bed settee in 

the sitting room. 
Special rates for friends and family of 

Haltwhistle people 
Linen supplied, gas and electricity  

included. 
3 night specials available with breakfast 
(ingredients supplied to cook your own). 
Please contact Lesley Cadwgan for prices 

and availability 
Home (01434) 320221 
Mobile 07968 307591 

Website: www.haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk  

Email: info@haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk  

 
 

 
Feeling a little pressed for time?  
Covering all aspects of residential  

housekeeping. 
. Residential Regular Cleans 

. End of Tenancy Cleans, Spring Clean -
 After Party, Holiday Let's  

 
To discuss your requirements and for a  

no obligation quotation;  
- contact Sarah 
016977 47932  
or 07503 214 704 

sarahchorestodoors@gmail.com 

http://www.haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk
mailto:info@haltwhistleselfcatering.co.uk
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','sarahchorestodoors@gmail.com');
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death penalty for the use of the selfie stick!  Vain self centred people only interested in pictures of themselves in 
front of an important view or building which incidentally they have probably failed to look at!  Grump grump etc....  
Back on the bus and we stop at La Pedrero.  This is a fabulous apartment block built in 1912.  This was Gaudiôs 
major work before the Sagrada Familia.  This is wonderfully planned and used.  We visit the roof with amazing 
surreal chimneys twisted into organic forms, there are curving balconies with amazing decoration.  There is a 
museum in the attic giving the whole history of the building and we can go round one of the apartments (the rest 
are still lived in).  Everything down to the last door handle and coat hook is beautifully designed in the modernista 
style (art nouveau).  Despite the crowds we are entranced and just love it.  Weôve also visited the world trade centre 
and harbour before ending the tour back in Placa Catalunya.  We investigate the shops (good) and make notes for 
future purchases.  To the hotel for a sit in the sun as it is over the yard arm (the sun that is!)  Last time in Barcelona 
we went to The Quatre Gats.  This restaurant was frequented by artists in the twenties including a young Picasso.  I 
suggest we return so after a bit of a hunt we find it.  I remember good plain Catalan cooking.  The waiters were 
older men in big white aprons.  It was good and inexpensive.  Nothing stays the same!  A young officious oriental 
guy seems to be running it helped by a tall elegant lady.  All is very busy so we book a table for the following 
night.  More of this later.  By accident we find a lovely traditional old fashioned restaurant called Le Grande Cafe 
with lots of mahogany and engraved glass.  Good food as well.  The decor is unchanged since the twenties when it 
opened.  We love it.  Any of you familiar with the Salisbury in St Martinôs Lane London will know what I mean.  It 
has a similar decor.  We go back to our little Placa and a night cap. We are now getting to know óourô waiter.  One 
of the interesting things about a break of this kind is the people one meets by accident.  We talk to a Brazilian 
couple.  He is an architect and feels that Gaudi was a bit OTT!  A point maybe?  So to bed ready for day two. 
New day, have I said that we have good weather 24/26 degrees?  Well we have.  We are back on the tour bus to do 
the Eastern part of the city.  The Sagrado Familia is first on the list.  Will not go into saga of failing to take my own 
advice re booking ahead on the internet for a slot.  Otherwise there is a four hour queue!  Hotel computer will let 
me book but not pay.  Do not have a smart phone.  (Am now replacing mine with a smart one!) But eventually 
book a slot via the Tourist Office and glad we did as the queues are long.  Finally into the Temple Why donôt they 
call it a cathedral?   Despite the crowds it is truly amazing.  The Pope consecrated it two years ago so they are now 
in business but it will not be completely finished until 2026.  Shall I return then?  Maybe.  Huge and wonderful 
coloured glass windows. There will be 18 towers in the end, 12 apostles, 4 evangelists plus Jesus and Mary.  Poor 
old Gaudi was run over by a tram outside of the SG in 1926.  Not knowing who he was he ended up in a pauperôs 
hospital where he died.  You would think would you not that if you were building a magnificent cathedral God 
would not let you be run over outside of it?  No answer etc etc....   The Spanish Civil war interfered with the 
building and I believe they do not pay taxes until it is complete.  Inside there is also a great museum with all the 
history of the building plus a lot of interactive material.  From here we go to Parc de Guell.  Last time we got the 
metro up and just went in but now you need a timed ticket to go to the most popular bit.  This is a wavy line of a 
mosaic wall with seating (I should have photos but you will know it or you can google it). The rest of the park with 
the Gaudi ceiling and arches is available to walk round.  Back on the bus we decide to skip Tibidabo, a high point 
above Barcelona with a fun fair and viewing points.  We were high up yesterday and are now tired and in need of 
coffee. We do however stop at Casa Batillo.  Like La Pedrero yesterday it is an amazing building which was not 
open to the public last time I was here.  It is (I quote) an allegory on the legend of San Jordi.  The roof is the 
dragonôs back and the balconies sculpted like carnival masks are the skulls of the dragonôs victims!  The colours 
and textures are amazing.  In the attic of the house is a hologram installation showing the dragon destroying the 
victims.  Go and see it, incredible.  Now to our hotel via a little shopping, and a reviving glass we change and go 
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the the Quatre Gats.  Oh dear!  Much fussing about as for those who do not want to have a meal they can have a 
drink and nibble in the foyer.  However at last we are in.  The menu is not good.  No a sign of elderly waiters and 
only two other customers.  The menu is in Spanish, Catalan and English.  I have never seen such a terrible 
translation!  Are they trying to be funny?  For example óChop of Cowô!  The leaflet about the restaurant is in 
perfectly good English.  Surely beef is not a difficult word.  We have a think and when the tall elegant lady finally 
comes over (why so slow?) I summon up my courage and say politely but firmly that the menu is expensive and 
pretentious with a truly awful English translation so we shall not be staying!  We leave and two doors up find a 
football themed restaurant with a wide menu in good English and a friendly efficient waiter!  The food is good too!  
I fear Quatre Gats is living on its past reputation.  What a disappointment.  We wend our way back via the old 
cathedral, little shops (purchase Indian bedcover to use as a tablecloth) and bars to our Placa for coffee and brandy.  
We need to gather strength for tomorrow.  Now it is tomorrow.  We no longer have our two day hop on off bus pass 
so we take the metro (cheap and easy) to Placa Espanya.  From here there are a series of escalators to the top of 
Montjuic.  The museum of the Art of Catalunya is open (it was closed on Monday).  Dozens of people are clustered 
around the steps outside taking photographs of each other.  There are pretty stupendous views over the city.  We 
can go in for free as European pensioners. Downstairs there are several low lit rooms devoted to religious art, 
mostly frescos from churches including a 12th Century wooden Crucifix.  This museum has one of the best 
collections of Romanesque art in the world.  There are only two other people apart from ourselves viewing this 
collection!  We now move to the roof where we are the only people there apart from one attendant who is 
presumably there to see that nobody jumps off!  We admire the even better views and look down at the people 
clustered on the steps.  Unfortunately we have nothing to drop on them.  Joking I think!  The rest of the gallery has 
modernista furniture (art nouveau) mediaeval art, 19th Century and the rest.  Really worth a visit.  From here we 
walk past the Joan Miro gallery (nothing personal Joan) but Iôve been before and Miro is not really Aôs thing so we 
proceed to get the funicular down the hill.  Barcelona is notorious for handbag snatching and the like.  Going into 
the entrance we are not sure whether we go right or left and try both entrances (it actually doesnôt matter as we find 
out) but this identifies us as tourists.  A couple of blonde women also seem to be a bit lost but in fact they are 
shadowing us.  Iôm slightly ahead of friend A who suddenly comes up and walks very close to me.  She has noticed 
the blonde women getting very close to me when there was no need to do so as there was plenty of room.  Well 
spotted A.  The blonde women do not get on to the train confirming our suspicions.  Iôm usually pretty vigilant but 
you really need to be very aware all the time.  However all is well. We adjourn to our little Placa for a reviving 
glass and snack then we go to the Palau de Musica (place of Music).  This is a truly amazing building.  We have 
booked a tour which is the only way to visit but it is well worth doing. The stained glass windows and huge glass 
ceiling need to be seen not described.  Itôs not Gaudi but another Catalan architect, Lluis Domenech i Montaner.  It 
was built in 1905 for the Orfeo Catala who still sing there today (not the original ones obviously!)  Barcelona needs 
more than three nights as there are large numbers of things we have not done and places we have not visited, the 
harbour, Aquarium, Maritime Museum, The Museum of the History of Catalunya, Picasso Museum amongst many 
more.  However we have been dashing about nonstop so after an aperitif we find a middle of the road restaurant and 
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